
ARA Board Meeting Minutes
June, 6, 2016

Members Present: Dean Anderson, Gary Bockhold, Mollie Cardamone, Julie Guirguis, 
Bob Kimbrough, Jean Ruff

Guests: Maggie and Paul Cassidy, Tihda Vongkoth

• The Minutes from the April 4, 2016 were approved.

• Treasurer Report (JG): The balance of the ARA checking account is $1,573.98.

• One new member to the ARA (1831 Lincoln Dr.)

• The ARA by-laws (section 5.5) quorum ratio: A motion was made to change the 
meaning of “a majority” to “a majority of all members of the board”. This motion was 
unanimously approved.

• Julie presented a non-member list of names and their Avondale map location. All 
agreed that we should take the summer to think about who we could each target to 
approach for possible future membership in the coming Fall.

• Avondale website (TV): We can now add items to the website easily. Things to 
consider for regular additions could include:

1. an Avondale mission statement (to be developed)
2. list of existing Board members with photos
3. all agendas for upcoming ARA meetings
4. a link to past ARA meeting minutes
5. links to city services
6. CCNA announcements
7. a link to the “History of Avondale Neighborhood”

In addition, the idea of creating some lawn signs advertising the new ARA website and 
placing them around the neighborhood was discussed.

• Lighting in Avondale (GB): Gary has identified one potential spot  (between Yale and 
Lincoln) where lighting is non-existent. There is a pole positioned there that could 
accommodate additional street lighting. Calls to the city regarding possible addition of 
this light have not yet been answered. 

• Avondale traffic (Paul Cassidy): The city was contacted regarding what else can be 
done regarding traffic issues, specifically “cut-throughs”, and Paul was told only of 
what’s been done in the past in our neighborhood. No clear solutions by the city are 
being discussed at this time. Paul and Molly will attend the next city traffic meeting to 



express our ongoing concerns and work towards better solutions. Dean offered that at 
the recent CCNA meeting, traffic is the number one issue for all neighborhoods in the 
city. The CCNA will be trying to influence the city to target this issue and come up with 
some city-wide solutions (more police presence in neighborhoods, one-ways, speed 
bumps, radar-controlled speed signage, etc.).

• Surveying of Bahia Vista (MC): The ongoing city surveying project on Bahia Vista is 
being conducted by the Sarasota City Storm Water Program. Mollie is trying to find out 
more information on this project and will report at the next ARA meeting.

• ARA Directors and Officers (Board) Insurance (MC): Mollie suggests that the board 
consider the purchase (in financially feasible) of DAO insurance to protect our ARA 
board and their interests. Bob Kimbrough will look into this and report at our next ARA 
meeting.

• Osprey Street Lift Station Project (MC): Mollie suggests that we meet with Pam 
Merenghi (S. Poinsettia Park Neighborhood Association) to discuss the existing plans 
and potential additions that our neighborhoods would like to see incorporated into this 
large-scale project (width of new sidewalks, bike lanes, no-turn lanes, etc.). Dean 
agreed to meet with Mollie and Pam to discuss this issue over the summer.

• Public Access Way - Lincoln Park (JR): Jean reports that the idea of creating a 
“pocket-park” at the Lincoln Park location (intersection of Lincoln and Brewer) does 
not appeal to the neighbors adjacent to this potential project. Prior to submitting a 
grant proposal, which the city offers for projects like this, the board suggests the 
following:

1. Over the summer, create a plan/drawing for the space - Dean will provide plans 
by our next ARA meeting.

2. Present the plan to the affected neighbors and discuss with them the positives 
for them and the meeting of their concerns (sound blockage of Rt. 41, privacy, 
etc.)

3. Once everyone is agreed on the plan, Jean would submit a grant proposal to the 
city. This grant would include the labor costs that would be absorbed by 
members of our neighborhood who would provide all the labor for the plantings 
and maintenance of this space.

• CCNA meeting report (DA): The monthly police report has zero incidences in 
Avondale. City-wide, it is noted how the auto larceny numbers are still high, 
emphasizing how important it is to always keep your auto locked, especially in your 
own driveway. The CCNA adopted a temporary meeting format for its last two 
meetings so that different neighborhood associations could brainstorm and identify the 
most critical issues that we face today. The three identified were the following: 
 



1. Traffic - Our traffic issues discussed earlier in this meeting were addressed 
and the CCNA is hoping for a better city-wide approach to provide solutions.

2. Parks, Green Space, Trees - The CCNA would like the city to assist with 
development of any new park space (“pocket parks”), changing city building 
codes to allow for more green space on all new development, adopt a city-
wide plan to regularly prune tree canopy over city streets to allow large 
trucks, etc. without damaging trees, and vote favorably on the upcoming 
changes to the tree ordinance.

3. Development/Design - Sarasota needs to have better short/long-term 
planning for it’s development, size of the city, and new development impact 
on traffic. An effective planning board needs to established by the city. All 
private home development in historic sections of the city should receive some 
input regarding the design of renovations and/or new construction. This input 
could come from the local neighborhood associations.

• The next ARA meeting will be held on 10/3/16 at 5pm, location 1932 Irving St.


