
Minutes for the ARA board meeting on 2/6/18 

Attending: Board members, Dean Anderson, Mollie Cardamone, Carol Fournier, Jean Ruff, Pam Baker, 
Connie Riesenbeck, Julie Guirguis. Guests: Georgia Salaverri, Virginia Haley


Approval of the minutes for the 1/2/18 ARA board minutes - vote was unanimous.


• Treasurers’ Report (Julie Guirguis) - ARA Taxes for 2017 have been filed. Total income filed was $1,130. 
The ARA now has 44 members and an account balance of $2,657.33. The ARA annual report was filed 
with the Division of Corporations.


• Secretary Report (Dean Anderson in lieu of Rob Hoff) - Nothing to report, though Dean took the time to 
report on the 2/2/18 CCNA meeting. Highlights/presentations included:


	 * FDOT update on the Rte. 41-Gulfstream project. This goes from the intersection of 	 	 	
Gulfstream and Rte. 41 to Fruitville. This work will start this Feb./Mar. with the 	 	 	 	
crosswalk project later. The Rte. 41/Fruitville Roundabout: the permit is being obtained 	 	 	
now and work may start anywhere from May to later this year. The Gulfstream 	 	 	 	
Roundabout: This work will start in late 2019 with drainage being addressed as well. 	 	 	
This project has a 5M dollar budget.


	 * The STOP organization announced three upcoming important dates for everyone to be 	aware:


1) Monday 2/12, 10:30am: A STOP! “Walkshop” to discover if Sarasota is “Pedestrian Friendly”. Meet at 
the Palm Ave. garage, 1289 N. Palm Ave.


2) Thursday, 2/22, 5:00pm: A city commission special hearing on sidewalks and setbacks. City Hall 
(1565 1st St.)


3) Thursday, 3/15, 5:00pm: A city commission special hearing on development approval process. City 
Hall (1565 1st St.)


	 * City of Sarasota Climate Change Adaptation Plan: This study is being done to help protect, 
budget for, infrastructure improvements for city government buildings/services, neighborhoods, and 
businesses for future damage from future rising sea levels and threat from storm surges. Since 1947, the 
sea level in Sarasota has risen 7.3in and is projected to rise by an additional 12”-18” by 2050. If interest-
ed, please visit the following website for further information: https://www.sarasotafl.gov/home/showdoc-
ument?id=2326


You may also contact the point person for this project: Stevie Freeman: steppe.freeman-montes@sara-
sotafl.gov

941-365-2200, X4202


	 * Jerry Fogle, the director of the Parks and Rec.: Discussed their budget and the distribution of 
funds for the various parks projects around the city.
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Old Business 

• ARA Annual Meeting, 2/18/18, 4-6pm at the Selby Gardens Educational Room


The agenda will include a presentation by Jennifer Rominiecki, Selby Gardens Executive Director, on 
Selby’s plans for expansion and how it may affect the immediate neighborhood, ARA president Dean 
Anderson discussing neighborhood security, an update on “THE BAY2020”, and open discussion on all 
topics by our residents. The ARA board will host appetizers, beer/wine, plates, napkins, etc. (Connie 
Risenbeck and Pam Baker will organize). The ARA board and spouses/etc.) are invited for a special tour 
of Selby from 3-4pm led by Jennifer Rominiecki (meet at the front entrance).


• ARA 4/20, 7-10pm Spring Social: 
	 * Wendy and Carlos Pagan will host (Dean Anderson will provide the backup/indoor 	 	 	
need).


	 * Pam Baker will reserve the tables/chairs, tablecloths, etc. with the city.


	 * Connie Riesenbeck and Pam Baker will organize the “Evite” invitations and manage 	 	 	
the pot luck food/drinks for the event.

	 * Dean Anderson will explore purchasing table clips for the ARA for use at any event 	 	 	
that is being held outside.

	 * The band (Mike Ross Trio) has been confirmed.


• Sign “Wash & Spruce” Day in Avondale: Volunteers for this event are: Dean Anderson, Carol Fournier, 
and Gary Bockhold. A date for this will be discussed at the 3/6/18 board meeting.


New Business 

• ARA Yard Sale? Discussion on this idea was not favorable considering the past attempt at this idea.


• Avondale Community Service? Discussion on this idea led to an agreement that we should try to do 
this food drive culminating at the Fall picnic in October.


• Avondale neighborhood composting? Discussion on this led to too many problems for this to happen 
in “Lincoln Park” given the reluctance of the abutting neighbors to want to do anything with this area of 
Avondale.


• Avondale new plantings of trees/shrubs? Discussion on this led to the idea of possibly replacing some 
of the missing “lions head” planters around the neighborhood. Dean will look into this and report at the 
3/6 board meeting.


Visitor Questions/Announcements 

Virginia Haley, a representative of “Sarasota Bayfront 20:20” provided an up-to-date report on the devel-
opment of this project which is still very much in a planning stage. They are looking for all manner of 
public input to assist them with the planning of this project. Sarasota Bayfront 2020 is seeking all Sara-
sota neighborhood support for their Vision Statement, which is:


“We support the creation of a long-term master plan for the Sarasota bayfront area that will establish a 
cultural and economic legacy for the region while ensuring open, public access to the bayfront.”


The ARA board unanimously agreed to bring this forward for a vote by our residents at the upcoming 
2/18/18 meeting. The board also all agreed that Georgia Salaverri would act as the ARA representative 
with this organization and report to the ARA all activity, progress, and meetings.


