
Meeting Minutes from the ARA Board Meeting, May 5, 2020 

Attending:  Dean Anderson, Mollie Cardamone, Pam Baker, Jodie 
Vashistha, Rob Hoff, Georgia Salaverri, Julie Guirguis. Guest: Tihda 
Vongkoth 

The minutes of the 3/3/2020 ARA meeting were approved. 
Treasurer’s Report: Julie reported a current balance of $3,035.92; checks 
in March $61.25 to DOS for annual report and $118.34 for wine for annual 
meeting.  
Secretary’s Report: A resident brought up the idea of adding non-
members to an email list. They would receive emails about safety issues or 
city announcements. The board decided to develop a plan when it is safe to 
distribute a flyer to nonmembers for their email addresses should they want 
to receive this type of information (ie, opt in). 
Announcements  

• ARA board meetings will begin at 5PM on the first Tuesday of the month. 

• The next ARA Board meeting will be Tuesday June 2, 2020 at 5PM via 
“Zoom”. Tihda will include this on our website, indicating time was moved 
to 5PM moving forward. 

Old Business 
Avondale Infrastructure Proposal and pedestrian street lighting: There was 
a discussion to table this to a later date since the COVID 19 pandemic will 
probably affect the City’s budget and capacity to fund these projects in the 
near term. 
Sea Wall Update: The city acknowledged that this has been budgeted for 
and was going to start this last January. Dean to follow up with when this 
will be started. There appears to be a homeless problem in that area near 
the 3 story building at Brewer Place and Lincoln Ave. People should notify 
the City if any homeless people are in that area by calling the non-
emergency line.  

The ARA has contacted the Sarasota Police Dept. in the past to see if we 
can/should institute a “Neighborhood Watch” in Avondale. The problem for 
our neighborhood is that no one has volunteered to be the intermediary 



between Avondale and the police department. Dean will look into this a bit 
more, see if we could market the idea to the neighborhood and see if 
someone is willing to be the point person for this program offered by the 
city. 
Lift Station 87 Update: Starting May 26th the Osprey bridge will be closed. 
Dean to send the Project manager an email indicating ARAs concern on 
the intersection of Osprey Avenue and Lincoln. The Board plans on 
monitoring the plan and implementation moving forward especially on 
Osprey Avenue. Dean will forward any pertinent information regarding this 
project to Jodie, and if necessary, to all the board members regarding any 
ongoing impact problems for our neighborhood. We can all contact the 
project manager, Tony Centurion, at any time during this construction. This 
project is scheduled to be completed by 3/21. 

New Business 
ARA in post-pandemic: Mollie will check what we can do to let people know 
what they can do to help those affected by the pandemic such as “Meals 
On Wheels”.  
Newsletter: The next issue will have Dean’s “President’s Message”, an 
article by Jodie about butterfly hatchery and how to attract butterflies, an 
article by Mollie on “Historical Avondale”, information regarding the board’s 
decision to help those affected by the pandemic, and announcements and 
“Important Numbers” for our residents. The newsletter will be sent by email 
only. 
Avondale planter painting: Dean will paint the urns at the corners of Yale 
and Bahia Vista as well as the corner of Brewer Place and Lincoln Rd. 
City Commissioner's “Candidates Forum”: The ARA was planning on 
having a meeting where the candidates for City Commission could meet 
our residents in person. Though, due to the pandemic, the board decided to 
host a “Zoom” meeting to do this. Dean asked board members to send him 
possible questions for the meeting. This meeting will take place on June 
23, from 2-3pm. 
Annual Picnic/Spring Social: The annual Fall Picnic is scheduled for 
Sunday, November 1st. Next year’s Spring Social is rescheduled to 
Friday, April 9th, 2021, at Lisa Morris’ house.


