
ARA Board Meeting Minutes 4/6/21 

Attending: Dean Anderson, Mollie Cardamone, Pam Baker, Georgia 
Salaverri, Jodie Vashistha, Rob Hoff, Connie Riesenbeck, Carol 
Fournier, Pam Baker. Guest: Tihda Vongkoth 


• The minutes of the March 2 meeting were approved.  Rob will notify 
residents the Lift Station construction requires immediate closing of 
various lanes for pouring footers, at Irving and Bahia Vista. 

• Treasurer’s Report:  Jodie reported a current balance of $4,761.55.  A 
recent deposit of $496.80 includes six membership renewals, three of 
which were two-year payments, and a donation from a neighbor. Current 
membership is 45. 

Announcements 

• The next ARA Board meeting is scheduled for May 4, 5:00-6:00 p.m. 
(Zoom) 

• The next CCNA meeting is May 1, 2021, 9-10:30am (Zoom) 

• The annual ARA Spring Social has beern cancelled and Lisa Morris, the 
host home, has been notified. It is hoped that a Fall gathering can be 
held. 

Old Business 

•  Dean announced the new Avondale sign will be installed within two         
or three weeks.  A small ceremony to recognize this may possibly be held. 

•  Newsletter:  Georgia reported the Spring newsletter will be published 
soon. She will include new neighbors’ write-ups, the ARA “President’s 
message”, and an update on FPL utility work. Also included will be the  
Lift Station 87 update with news of the opening of South Osprey Avenue in 
early June. 



New Business 

• Dean addressed issue of residents concern over Lift Station 87 
construction. He reported the City has resolved the excess water issue as 
well as the City Manager speaking to the Project Manager. 

• Jodie discussed the recent City response to Homelessness presentation.  
Jodie said, “I was very inspired by the professionalism and levels of 
dedication of these individuals’ efforts.”  The recording is on YouTube and 
Rob suggested notification to residents and other neighborhoods.  Mollie 
suggested it be done on Town Hall level through CCNA as they have the 
resources and contacts to support the City’s efforts. 

• CCNA report:  Dean summarized the highlights covered at recent 
meeting, which included a first-time award to Marlon Brown, the new City 
Manager, the Gulfstream Roundabout with a March 2022 completion, the 
Sarasota Orchestra’s various proposed locations, five years of Florida 
Power rate increases addressed with FPL’s Rae Dowling as the contact 
person, a report from Chris Goglia on the affordable housing issue and 
renting occupancy to protect neighbors, the Mayor’s (Hagen Brody) 
“State of the City” report, the opening of the Lido Pavilion at the northern 
extension of St. Armand’s, approved bike lanes, the renovation of Bobby 
Jones 27-hole golf course and 140 acres of public park space, the 
upgrade of the Arlington Park pool, the introduction of Sarasota’s new 
Police Chief, an update of the Zoning Code, and the voting on City Parks 
being closed from 11:00 pm to 5:00 am, which was received with some 
support. Dean reported that our Commissioner representative, Liz Alpert, 
was in attendance for entire meeting, which he noted was double its 
normal time. 

• A brief discussion was held concerning the recent City Commissioners 
meeting, which Mollie will forward as a link for this video. 

• ARA Food Drive: Mollie recommended Avondale hold another food drive, 
with donations on April 27, 28 and 29 left in their carport and delivery on 
the 30th. She will coordinate this with folks at Meals on Wheels for their 
possible specific needs, and Georgia will cover it in newsletter as well as 
a flyer announcement distribution.  In addition to non perishable food 
products and cleaning supplies, checks are accepted. 



• Complimentary Library in Avondale:  Dean reported he has arranged for it 
to be built and installed.  Location to be determined. It was suggested 
looking into what other neighborhoods might be doing on this. 


