
11/1/22 ARA Board Meeting Minutes (Live & Zoom) 

Attending: Dean Anderson, Mollie Cardamone, Rob Hoff, Pam Baker, Connie 
Riesenbeck, Carol Fournier. Attending via Zoom were Georgia Salaverri, Medora 
Sheehan and Jodie Vashistha.
Guest:  Tihda Vongkoth

The minutes of the October 4, 2022 meeting were approved, with no discussion.

Treasurer’s Report: Jodie reported a current balance of $4,502.55.  She discussed 
activity since our October meeting which included recent membership dues received as 
well as picnic expenses. Jodie noted membership numbers for the previous four years 
with 2022 having 52 members of 74 homes, a 70% participation. There was no IRS 
update to report.

Secretary’s Report: Rob will send a “gentle reminder” email to residents regarding 
membership renewals now being accepted.

Announcements: The next ARA board meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 6, 
from 5:00-6:00, both live and via Zoom. The next CCNA meeting scheduled 11/5/2022, 
9:00-11:00 am at the Bayfront Community Center.

Old Business: 

The recent Candidate Forum was recapped, with approximately 35 people in 
attendance, from Avondale and Hudson Bayou neighborhoods. City commissioner 
candidates Debbie Trice, Jen Ahern-Koch, and Dan Lobeck answered questions that 
were submitted by both boards (Avondale and Hudson Bayou) as well as from those in 
attendance.

ARA Fall Picnic:  Everyone agreed it was very successful and well attended. Special 
thanks were expressed to Pam for her planning and organizing, Atul Vashistha donating 
the wines, and Dean for donating the water and beer.The 37 meals of remaining food 
were boxed by Tihda and Dean and donated to Fred Atkins Park in Newtown.

South Osprey Traffic Control: Medora reported the approval of two speed limit, 
permanent, flashing signs.These will be located just south of Lincoln Park Circle and 
another at Loma Linda St.. It is hoped this will reduce speeding and increase a police 
presence in this affected area. The board expressed thanks to Medora for her ongoing 
efforts in overseeing this effort.



Dean distributed a CCNA report from Lou Costa, President, which included several 
important issues regarding speeding in the city. Dean discussed the effects in our 
neighborhoods where excessive speeding occurs and will notify Lou of our concern 
regarding Lincoln Rd.

ARA Food Drive: Mollie reported on the recent food drive for Meals-On-Wheels, which 
unfortunately was smaller than past ones and lacked a variety of items.The Board will 
discuss a Spring Drive at our January meeting.

New Business:  

ARA Fall Newsletter: Georgia plans to have this distributed soon. She discussed various 
items which will be included, such as hurricane Ian damage in Avondale, the ARA picnic 
photos, and a reminder of ARA annual dues. Also, mention will be made of the 
upcoming ARA Spring Social and the possible addition of another board member or two. 
Georgia requested Medora provide an update on Osprey Traffic Control and a picture of 
the new signs. Tihda will include these items on our website.

ARA Spring Social: It is hoped this will be held on April 15, 2023, pending availability of 
City tables and chairs. Details expected to be further discussed at our December 
meeting. Dean will apply for a city grant for this event.

Adding new board members: Several board members expressed their thoughts on new 
board member requirements in keeping with the ARA Bylaws. It was agreed this should 
be an agenda item at our annual winter business meeting.  

CCNA report: Dean reported on the most recent CCNA meeting, which was actually a 
candidates forum for the three city commissioner candicates as well as the two 
Sarasota County candidates.

Lastly, Dean hopes to organize a clean-up at Lincoln Park, with volunteers welcome to 
participate.

Meeting adjourned at 6:20.


